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Brief 
This information is provided by Worcestershire County Council in contribution towards the evidence base supporting formulation of the 
emerging Neighbourhood Plans for the parishes of ALRFICK & LULSLEY and LEIGH & BRANSFORD. Information is provided on good faith and 
on the understanding that data is only to be used for the purpose of NHP preparation and will not be re-published or re-issued in any way to 
third parties other than with the written consent of Worcestershire County Council. Data is also provided with the courtesy of 
Worcestershire Biological Records Centre. It must be recognised that biological data represents a 'snapshot' of interest at the time of data 
preparation and should be treated with caution where records are not up-to-date. It is advisable to gather additional and ground-based 
surveillance where any doubt remains. 



1. The Green Infrastructure Framework Setting 
 

The two NHP areas are located in central-western Worcestershire, in a landscape context of Principal 

Wooded Hills and Principal Timbered Farmlands in the West, transitioning to Principal Timbered 

Farmlands in the east, with Riverside Meadow Landscape Character threaded along the Leigh Brook 

and River Teme corridor. The broader Environmental Character of these Landscapes is defined 

within the Worcestershire Green Infrastructure Framework as: 

 
Environmental Character Area 9: 
Malvern Chase & Commons 
 
Strategic GI 
Approach 
 

Protect and Enhance 

Overarching 
principles: 
 

Protect and enhance acid 
and neutral grassland 
habitats and wooded 
landscape of orchards, 
woodlands and scrub. 
 

Biodiversity 
Priorities: 

Priority to protect, buffer 
and enhance existing sites 
to create linked networks of 
habitat where possible. 
 

Protect and enhance 
grassland habitats (acid and 
neutral) and the wooded 
landscape including 
orchards, woodlands and 
scrub. Conserve parkland 
and veteran trees. 
Maintain traditional field 
boundaries including 
hedges, where appropriate 
to aid habitat connectivity. 

 
Environmental Character Area 21: River 
Teme Corridor 

 
Strategic GI Approach Protect and Restore 

 

Overarching principles Protect and restore multi- functional river valley corridor and floodplain. 
 

Biodiversity Priorities 

 
Newly created GI features should aim to augment the existing resource 
concentrating on the main priorities for protection and creation including 
wetland and floodplain habitats in the river corridors. 
 

Create and enhance existing neutral grassland habitats and traditional field 
boundaries to aid connectivity and landscape permeability 



2. Worcestershire Habitat 

Inventory Overview Area Report 
 

The Worcestershire Biodiversity Basemap 

identifies that the two NHP areas are located 

in an area identified as holding significant 

value for biodiversity: 

2a. Landscape Scale Patterns of 

Biodiversity 

West Worcestershire (west of the rivers Stour 

and Severn) contains large areas of relatively 

intact ancient countryside, much of which is 

of high biodiversity importance. When 

considered in a wider landscape context, this swathe of  countryside is likely to form a critical 

element of a nationally important ecological  network that stretches from the south west via the 

Severn corridor and Forest of Dean, through west Gloucestershire, east Herefordshire and west 

Worcestershire, and on into Shropshire and Cheshire. 

Laugherne Valley/ Northern Malvern Chase Area (covers much of Alfrick and a sliver of the western 

border of Lulsley NHP) 

This area to the West and North-west of 

Worcester sits just above the Northern part of 

Malvern chase. This area has a diverse geology 

and is relatively biodiverse. The high coverage of 

broadleaved woodland incorporates numerous 

areas of ancient woodland with a range of 

woodland communities. Though some areas are 

predominantly arable, much semi-natural habitat 

is retained in steep valleys, on scarps, bluffs, 

outcrops and in linear features. Much of the area 

retains elements of ancient countryside, and a 

high coverage of traditional orchards and a 

relatively good network of open water add to 

this character. The area has a varied geology 

ranging through from basic, through neutral, to 

acidic and so the flora is very varied and diverse 

in places. Coverage of possibly unimproved 

grassland and probably improved grassland is 

very high with 'known' neutral grassland 

coverage being really quite low and 'known' coverage of neutral meadows, calcareous and acid 

grassland being very low. Though much of this area, especially the grassland element, is not covered 



by existing survey, and survey possibly of unimproved grassland may 

reveal previously unknown sites of BAP or near BAP quality, and potential 

sites for grassland restoration. 

Malvern Chase Central, Southern, Northern Chase (covers much of Leigh 

& Bransford as well as the majority of Lulsley NHP area)  

Malvern Chase, in the west and south-west of the county encompass three 

distinct areas which differ in character from one another; these are the 

northern, central and southern chases. The northern chase is quite 

exploited by agriculture, but retains biodiversity in valleys and on steep 

slopes, as well in hedgerows and verges. 

Semi-natural habitat in Malvern Chase is variable, and biodiversity value is 

variable across the three areas. Much of the land use in the area is arable 

land or is grassland likely to have been agriculturally improved to some 

degree. There are scattered pockets of broadleaved woodland in the 

central, and more frequently the northern chase, where a greater 

proportion of this is ancient woodland.  

“Possibly improved‟ grassland is scattered throughout the chase and is interspersed with BAP (MG5) 

neutral meadows and pastures and other neutral grassland, some of which can be found in common 

land or on verges and small meadows and pastures forming a good network of grasslands. Orchard 

coverage in Malvern Chase is relatively low, but where orchards are present (more often in the 

central and northern chase) they form well connected networks.  The pond networks analysis shows 

that there is potentially a high degree of connectivity between standing water/small ponds. Wetland 

coverage in Malvern Chase is low, and is often confined to small areas or micro features 

3. Ecological Zone overview 

 
The Silurian Highlands A very distinctive and well defined 

natural area. This is the series of hills and low ridges running 

north from Mathon to the Abberley Hills. The underlying 

strata are predominately Silurian Limestones such that the 

flora is predominately basic. The geology is not simple and 

the presence of sandstones, Permian and even Malvernian 

rocks adds diversity to an already very rich flora.  It is an 

incredibly rich area. The vast majority of the landscape is 

clothed in semi-natural habitats with a series of ancient 

woodlands forming the core interest. These are some of 

Britain's most diverse woodlands in terms of their tree and 

shrub component. Large-leaved lime is present over much of 

the range and hornbeam is on the edge of its native British 

limit here. An exceptionally high quality landscape for 

biodiversity. 



The Teme Plain The river itself and the valley floor habitats (where they survive) support a very 

distinctive flora throughout the length from Little Hereford to the Severn confluence. For this reason 

it is given a sub region of its own. Interestingly there are many common features with river systems 

of the Scottish Border country - Scirpus sylvaticus, Scrophularia umbrosa but with a distinct 

southwest British element as typifed by Aconitum napellus. The Teme is the best British river for a 

number of different groups. A superb natural zone. 

The Northern Chase The northern section of this area is reasonably biodiverse. This in part relates to 

the relief. The stream valleys as they descend towards the Teme are highly incised. In these areas 

semi-natural habitats have survived. The pattern of both land tenure and farming practice is 

different. Hop and fruit growing were both widespread. These forms of agriculture were less 

destructive for wildlife. 

4. Worcestershire Habitat Inventory dataset 

 
Introduction  

The WHI is intended primarily for use as a tool to assist decision making by WCC officers and 

partners and has already fed into the Green Infrastructure, Worcestershire BAP, and priority project 

targeting.  

 

WHI is a systematic survey of the whole of Worcestershire on a field by field basis. Habitats have 

been mapped into a GIS database; largely this was from aerial photograph interpretation, though it 

does also incorporate habitat data and other relevant data from a wide range of sources including 

limited ground-truthing.  

 

WHI network analysis 

It has been suggested that an ecological network based approach should be considered as a 

mechanism for identifying conservation and enhancement priorities in areas that retain strong semi-

natural habitat networks and subsequently in areas where these networks are easily restorable 

(Catchpole and Buchanan 2007, Catchpole 2008). The aim of this analysis phase was to identify the 

primary and restorable semi-natural habitat networks, as well as areas where it is unlikely to be 

practical or cost effective to maintain or create viable semi-natural habitat networks; for example 

areas where semi-natural habitat are more dispersed, fragmented or isolated and so where 

alternative conservation and enhancement measures are likely to be more appropriate. 

 

Key uses  

WHI Analysis has highlighted areas of high biodiversity value within the county and provides an 

important tool for Strategic Planning, site planning, and master planning.  

The Network analysis provides a visual representation of habitat connectivity at an authentic scale. 

Both the WHI network and Biodiversity basemap, particularly when used in conjunction, provide a 

useful tool to highlight areas of higher and lower biodiversity value and also the potential impacts of 

prospective schemes. 

 

Use of the WHI can only be undertaken in recognition of the data limitations and constraints to data 

analysis as set out in the WCC WHI Report, Parker (2010). 



 

4a.  Alfrick & Lulsley  

List of figures: 

i. 'Merged' woodland layer  
ii. Semi-Natural Ancient Woodland 

iii. Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) quality grasslands 
iv. Possibly unimproved grasslands 
v. Traditional orchards 

vi. Ponds, wetland & watercourses 
vii. Woodland Network 

viii. Traditional orchard network 
ix. Semi-natural and BAP grassland network 
x. 'Merged' BAP network 
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iv. Possibly unimproved grasslands 



 
v. Traditional orchards 
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vii. Woodland Network 



 
viii. Traditional orchard network 



 
ix. Semi-natural and BAP grassland network 

 



 
x. 'Merged' BAP habitat network 

 

 



Summary 

• NHP area is broadly recognised through a number of different datasets and 

evaluations as holding outstanding natural environment resources 

• The area holds a good network of 'ancient countryside',  

This is a typology defined by traits including: extent and frequency of records of ancient 

woodland indicators, extent and frequency of traditional field boundaries, coverage/age 

and range of hedgerow and watercourse tree cover, ancient field boundaries & species 

composition. 

• Outstanding ancient woodland resources 

Ancient woodlands include a set of characteristic woody species and ground flora which 

indicate the woodland has been in situ or undisturbed for a period of 400 years or more. 

Most ancient woodlands of 2ha+ size are also recognised within the JNCC Inventory of 

Trees and Woodlands. 

• Excellent network of broadleaved woodland  

The majority of the NHP area south of Stocks Road shows excellent woodland coverage and 

network cohesion, extending from Old Storridge Common through Papermill and Tor 

Coppices in the south-west and Brookbatch Farm in the south East. Although more 

fragmented, parcels of woodland within the centre of the NHP (south of Patches Farm, 

Elmhurst etc) provide an invaluable stepping stone which connect larger blocks of 

broadleaved woodland to the north of the NHP (e.g. Crews Hill, Ravenshill Woods and the 

pattern of small dingle woodlands which the landscape is typified by). The network of 

traditional orchards also serves as 'stepping-stones' allowing some landscape-porosity for 

movement of many woodland species. In addition, significant and linear features such as 

the wooded margins of Leigh Brook & Leigh Disused Railway provide valuable wildlife 

corridors which cross into neighbouring NHP areas. 

• Good network of traditional orchards  

The habitats noted around Bewell House, Warren Farm, Clay Green Farm, Limebrook 

House, Cherry and Birchenhall Farm orchards (amongst others) contribute benefits for at 

a landscape-scale by connecting surrounding habitats. This is most notable in a 'band' that 

crosses the south and central NHP area crossing into the neighbouring NHP area through 

Sandlin House orchard. 

• Fragmented but highly valuable flower-rich grasslands  

A 'band' of botanically rich or 'unimproved' grassland can be found crossing the NHP area 

roughly from the centre of its western border so its south-eastern border, encompassing 

meadows which are designated as Grassland Inventory sites such as Green Hill Bank, 

Flaxlands Meadows, Knapp Farm Orchard & Meadows, Brooklands Meadow & Orchard, 

Papermill Meadows and Old Storridge Orchards (amongst others). 

For more information on the biodiversity value of individual habitats specified here, 

please refer to the WHI Habitat Information Sheets in the following chapter. 

 



It is likely that these grasslands are under-recorded and there may be significant resources of 
botanically rich grasslands capable of being restored following neglect or incompatible 
management regimes. Soil seed banks may retain botanical, fungal and invertebrate diversity 
for an extended period of time, and can recover quickly if sympathetically managed. 

• Poor pond network remaining 

The majority of standing water assets are located in the north of the NHP area and focused 

around the residential properties of Alfrick or the Ravenhills Green area at the head of Board 

Dingle. In contrast the majority of watercourses present cross at least one site designated for 

its nature conservation value and as such contribute to the diversity of habitats and 

opportunities for wildlife, also providing a 'corridor' feature (where managed sympathetically) 

to adjoining land and parishes. 

• Overall outstanding merged BAP habitat network strength, particularly along the 

western and southern NHP area 

• The list of protected species recorded within the NHP includes: 

 

 

 

 

Common Pipistrelle Hydraena rufipes 

Anobium inexspectatum Kingfisher 

Badger Large-Leaved Lime 

Bithynian Vetch Noctule 

Bluebell Otter 

Brown Hare Pipistrelle 

Brown Long-Eared Bat Polecat 

Common Club-tail Reflexed Saltmarsh-Grass 

Common Toad Sea Lamprey 

Corn Marigold Slow-worm 

Cuckoo Small-Flowered Buttercup 

Dorytomus tremulae Soft Hornwort 

Freshwater Crayfish Song Thrush 

Great Crested Newt Soprano Pipistrelle 

Green Figwort Spreading Bellflower 

Harvest Mouse Spreading Hedge-Parsley 

Hedgehog Unidentified Bat 

Henbane Wild Clary 

Hornbeam Wild Marjoram 

Hybrid Yellow Bedstraw Yellow Star-Of-Bethlehem 



4b. Leigh & Bransford 

 

List of figures: 

i. 'Merged' woodland layer  
ii. Semi-Natural Ancient Woodland 

iii. Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) quality grasslands 
iv. Possibly unimproved grasslands 
v. Traditional orchards 

vi. Ponds, wetland & watercourses 
vii. Woodland Network 

viii. Traditional orchard network 
ix. Semi-natural and BAP grassland network 
x. 'Merged' BAP network 
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Summary 

• NHP area is predominantly, an ‘agriculturally improved’ landscape,  

• The NHP area becomes a more pastoral landscape traversing from west to east  

Although thought to be predominated by improved grassland, some botanically diverse 

grasslands can still be found scattered and fragmented through the landscape. 

Unimproved grasslands and remnant features of biodiversity interest can still be found on 

steep slopes, within hedgerows and verges. 

• Scattered pockets of woodland with some ancient woodland remaining 

Notable stands of ancient woodland can be found along Hayley Dingle, south of Brockamin 

House Farm, Park Coppice and 'The Ashes', Chapehill Coppice and, to the south of the NHP 

area, parcels of land within North Wood, Alleshurst Coppice and near Holywell Cotatges. 

The overall picture is one of a highly fragmented woodland network. 

• Fragmented network of orchards 

The network of orchard is highly fragmented with no discernible pattern at a landscape 

scale, but remnants are likely to hold significant biodiversity value such as the veteran 

trees noted at Sandlin House Orchard. 

• Fragmented pond network: strongest in north-east of NHP area 

The greatest cluster of ponds can be found around the residential properties in the village 

of Bransford (likely to be associated with the golf course, although the suitability of these 

features for wildlife is not known from desktop-assessments alone) and also between 

Brockamin and the dismantled railway to the north of the NHP area. 

• Strongest merged BAP habitat network overlie existing natural corridors,  

The strongest corridor of biodiverse habitats runs roughly from the central-west border of 

the NHP area 9extending eastwards from old Storridge Common) to the north-eastern 

corner of the NHP area. This follows the network scattered of woodland dingles around the 

Ashfield and Combehill Coppice area, to Winwoodhill Coppice and subsequently along the 

Leigh Brook to Rockhill Covert and from there along the disused railway at the periphery 

of the NHP boundary. 

• The list of protected species recorded within the NHP includes: 

 

Common Pipistrelle Bat Hydraena rufipes 

Anobium inexspectatum Kingfisher 

Badger Large-Leaved Lime 

Bithynian Vetch Noctule Bat 

Bluebell Otter 

For more information on the biodiversity value of individual habitats specified here, 

please refer to the WHI Habitat Information Sheets in the following chapter. 

 



Brown Hare Unidentified Pipistrelle Bat 

Brown Long-Eared Bat Polecat 

Common Club-tail Reflexed Saltmarsh-Grass 

Common Toad Sea Lamprey 

Corn Marigold Slow-worm 

Cuckoo Small-Flowered Buttercup 

Dorytomus tremulae Soft Hornwort 

Freshwater Crayfish Song Thrush 

Great Crested Newt Soprano Pipistrelle Bat 

Green Figwort Spreading Bellflower 

Harvest Mouse Spreading Hedge-Parsley 

Hedgehog Unidentified Bat 

Henbane Wild Clary 

Hornbeam Wild Marjoram 

Hybrid Yellow Bedstraw Yellow Star-Of-Bethlehem 



5. Worcestershire Biological Record Centre NERC S.41 species data 
 

The species listed here represent records submitted to WBRC and NBN via professional consultants 

and volunteer enthusiasts and must be used with caution. Although they may have been validated 

by experts within the WBRC they represent a snapshot of time and only highlight where wildlife has 

been identified rather than any indication of likely distribution or frequency of a given species. As 

with all biological data, protected species records should be updated within a period of no more 

than 2 years in order to ensure decisions can be based on 'up to date' information. 

The list included here contains species given legal protection under the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations (2010, as amended) as well as species recorded within Schedule 41 of the 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006). Public authorities are required to 

demonstrate due consideration for the conservation (recognised as both protection, restoration and 

enhancement) of biodiversity (set out within Section 40 of the NERC Act 'biodiversity duty'). This 

consideration extends to species listed within S.41 of the Act.  



5a.  Alfrick & Lulsley  

 



5b. Leigh & Bransford 



6. Designated Sites  
Statutory sites are designated by Natural England under powers granted by the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1981, as amended).  

Section 28G of the Wildlife and Countryside Act imposes a general duty on all Government and 

public bodies, including LPAs, to take reasonable steps to conserve and enhance the special interest 

features of SSSIs S28I The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended by the Countryside & Rights 

of Way Act 2000) provides a specific duty on LPAs to consult Natural England before allowing 

planning permission which might damage a SSSI and to allow 28 days for comment. 

For guidance on when to consult on proposals that might impact on SSSIs see Natural England's 

Impact Risk Zone map: https://www.gov.uk/topic/planning-development/protected-sites-

species 

Non-statutory designated sites are identified through the Worcestershire Local Site Partnership. A 

number of designations occur within the two NHP areas, and can be identified for the flora or faunal 

interest: 

6a. Alfrick & Lulsley 

List of figures 

i. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
ii. Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) 

iii. Grassland Inventory  
iv. Roadside Verge Nature Reserves (RVNR) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/topic/planning-development/protected-sites-species
https://www.gov.uk/topic/planning-development/protected-sites-species


 
i. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 



 
ii. Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) 



 
iii. Grassland Inventory  



 
iv. Roadside Verge Nature Reserves (RVNR) 

 

 



6b. Leigh & Bransford  

 

List of figures 

i. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
ii. Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) 

iii. Grassland Inventory  
iv. Roadside Verge Nature Reserves (RVNR) 
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iv. Roadside Verge Nature Reserves (RVNR) 

 

 



 

7. WHI Habitat Information Worksheets 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





























































 

 

 



 

8. Site Designation Reports 
Reproduced with kind permission of the Worcestershire Biological Record Centre and 

Worcestershire Sites Partnership. 

 











































































































 

 

 


