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February 2016 
 
Welcome to our first parish and town council 
newsletter of 2016. I hope the start of the New 
Year is treating you all well. Thank you to all of you 
who gave us such positive feedback on the 
changes to the format in the last issue. Please do 
keep sending your ideas for content through to 
claire.vaughan@malvernhills.gov.uk and she will 
pass them on to our communications team. 
Planning issues feature heavily in this issue as a 
result of our successful neighbourhood planning 
sessions and the latest news on the SWDP. I hope 
you find it useful and informative. 
 
Jack Hegarty – Chief Executive 
Cllr Phil Grove – Leader of MHDC 
 

South Worcestershire Development 
Plan to be approved 
 
The South Worcestershire Development Plan has 
received the seal of approval from the Government 
appointed independent inspector Roger Clews. 
Mr Clews has ruled the plan is sound and legally 

compliant following an examination process which 

started in October 2013. As you know, the plan 

sets out a long term vision for south 

Worcestershire, with the emphasis on boosting the 

local economy and delivering sustainable housing 

development, up to the year 2030. It includes plans 

for 28,400 new homes as well as land for retail and 

employment. Of these, 8,084 have already been 

built. 

Malvern Hills District Council, Worcester City 
Council and Wychavon District Council have jointly 
prepared the plan and each of them will now be 
asked to formally adopt it at meetings on 23 and 24 
February. 

The inspector’s report is available to view at 
www.swdevelopmentplan.org. A special briefing 
on the SWDP is planned for parish and town 
councils in March following the expected adoption 
of the plan at the end of this month. 

The main development sites set out in the South 
Worcestershire Development Plan relating to 
Malvern Hills District include:  

Newland, Malvern – 800 dwellings and 10 hectares 
of employment in an urban extension north east of 
Malvern Link  

Malvern Hills district – 495 dwellings on smaller 
allocated sites, including 110 at the former 
Howsell Road allotments 

Malvern Technology Centre (QinetiQ), Great 
Malvern – 4.5 hectares of new employment land; 
300 dwellings 

Blackmore Park, Malvern – 5.1 hectares of 
employment land off Blackmore Park Road, 
south of Great Malvern 

Tenbury Wells – 162 dwellings on four sites 

Upton-upon-Severn – 138 dwellings on two sites 

Clean for the Queen update 

We are supporting the biggest clean-up the country 
has ever seen to celebrate The Queen’s 90th 
birthday. 
 
Clean for the Queen aims to get one million people 
nationwide tidying up their area ahead of Her 
Majesty reaching the landmark on 21 April. 
 

 
 
Individuals and community organisations are being 
encouraged to carry out litter picks in their area 
throughout February and March with a mass clean-

mailto:claire.vaughan@malvernhills.gov.uk
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=12130
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up planned in places across the country over the 
weekend of 4 to 6 March. 
 
We are backing the campaign by loaning litter 
picking equipment to those who want to hold clean-
ups where they live. All equipment will be issued on 
a first come, first served basis. 
 
So far litter picks will be taking place over the 
weekend of March 4 to 6 in Grimley, Martley, Earls 
Croome, Tenbury and Upton. 
 
If you would like to hold your own litter pick contact 
Claire Vaughan for more information. 
 
A special litter ‘hit squad’ of councillors and staff 
from Malvern Hills District Council has also been 
assembled and will be out and about on Friday, 4 
March helping to keep the area clean on top of the 
council’s usual litter picking activities. 
 

Success of Neighbourhood Planning 
sessions  
 
Thank you to all of you who attended the recent 
neighbourhood planning sessions held at the end 
of January. We had 34 councillors, clerks and 
residents take part in the two sessions with some 
excellent speakers in the form of representatives 
from Freshford and Limpley Stoke Parishes in 
Wiltshire/Bath and Chaddesley Corbett parish in 
Wyre Forest.   
 

 
 
There were a number of common questions raised 
during the sessions and we’ve provided answers to 
those here as a quick reference for you all. 
 
 
 
 

How much does it cost to produce a 
neighbourhood plan?  
 
The cost of developing a neighbourhood plan 
depends on a wide range of factors, including the 
scope of the plan and the extent to which the plan 
is prepared in-house or prepared by consultants. 
 
The Locality website includes case studies on how 
much several neighbourhood plans cost to produce 
and how they were funded: 
http://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/how-much-
does-it-cost-to-produce-a-neighbourhood-plan/ 
 
Communities can apply for a DCLG grant of up to 
£8,000 (per neighbourhood area) to contribute to 
the costs of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. 
Some costs, for example, paying for the 
independent examination and referendum, are paid 
for by the district council. 
 
How long does it take to complete a 

Neighbourhood Plan? 

The time involved in developing a Neighbourhood 
Plan will vary considerably depending on what is 
being proposed. 
 
The Government initially indicated they thought the 
process of preparing a neighbourhood plan would 
take approximately a year. Our external speakers 
from Freshford and Limpley Stoke and Chaddesley 
Corbett indicated their neighbourhood plans took 
four years and two years respectively to develop, 
from start to adoption. It should be noted, however, 
that both of these areas were front runners and 
therefore did not have other neighbourhood plans 
they could learn from.  
 
Emerging experience suggests that 18 months to 
two years to prepare a neighbourhood plan is a 
realistic timeframe. 
  
Do neighbourhood plans cause division in the 
community because people want different 
things? 
 
Early and on-going community engagement is 
essential for developing support, avoiding 
misconceptions and creating confidence in the 
neighbourhood plan making process. Our two 
external speakers spoke about how the process of 
developing their neighbourhood plans had actually 
brought their communities together. 
 
Nevertheless, depending on what is being 
proposed in the neighbourhood plan, difficult 
choices may need to be made. Whilst community 

http://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/how-much-does-it-cost-to-produce-a-neighbourhood-plan/
http://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/how-much-does-it-cost-to-produce-a-neighbourhood-plan/
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engagement should occur throughout the process, 
and everyone’s views need to be considered, some 
people may be unhappy with the decisions taken.  
 
A willingness to make tough decisions, consider 
trade-offs and make rational judgements is 
essential to effective neighbourhood planning. 
 
Do Neighbourhood Plans have to be for 15 

years? 

The law does not prescribe what time period a 
neighbourhood plan should cover. As 
neighbourhood plans in our area will ultimately 
form part of the statutory planning framework for 
South Worcestershire, it would make sense for the 
vision of a plan to cover the same time period as 
that of the South Worcestershire Development Plan 
(SWDP), which covers the period to 2030. 
 
Is now a good time to do a neighbourhood plan 

when the South Worcestershire Development 

Plan (SWDP) is almost complete? 

Neighbourhood plans can be developed before or 
at the same time as the local planning authority is 
producing the Local Plan. Nevertheless, when the 
SWDP is adopted it will provide greater certainty 
about the strategic policies in the SWDP which a 
neighbourhood plan must be in general conformity 
with. 
The SWDP includes site allocations for housing 
and employment use, together with policies relating 
to issues such as affordable housing, renewable 
and low carbon energy, telecommunications and 
broadband etc. 
Depending on the wishes of the local community, a 
neighbourhood plan can still be comprehensive 
and relate to a wide range of planning matters. On 
the other hand, the community may choose a 
neighbourhood plan “lite” approach dealing with a 
small number of local planning issues. 
 
What is a neighbourhood plan’s relationship to 
the SWDP? 
 
Neighbourhood plans, when brought into force, 
become part of the development plan for the 
neighbourhood area and will be used in 
determining planning applications. 
 
Neighbourhood plans must be in general 
conformity with the strategic policies in the Local 
Plan and cannot promote less development than 
set out in the SWDP. 
 
Neighbourhood Plans must address the 
development and use of land. Wider community 

aspirations can be included, but non land-use 
matters should be clearly identifiable, eg set out in 
a companion document or annex. 
 
What support will the district council provide? 

The district council will provide advice and 
guidance to communities preparing neighbourhood 
plans; including guidance on process issues and 
advice on whether emerging policies are in general 
conformity with national planning policies and the 
SWDP. 
 
 The district council will also: 

• Consult on neighbourhood area 
applications 

• Consult on the submitted plan 
proposals 

• Appoint and pay for an independent 
examiner 

• Arrange and pay for the referendum 
• Adopt the Neighbourhood Plan - if 

supported by the referendum 
 
What can the neighbourhood portion of CIL be 
spent on – i.e. will the neighbourhood portion 
of CIL be ring-fenced? 
 
In brief, Paragraph 78 of DCLG Planning Practice 
Guidance (NPPG) on CIL – available at 
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/g
uidance/community-infrastructure-levy/spending-
the-levy/ - says: 
 
“The neighbourhood portion of the levy can be 
spent on a wider range of things than the rest of 
the levy, provided that it meets the requirement to 
‘support the development of the area’.  
 
The wider definition means that the neighbourhood 
portion can be spent on things other than 
infrastructure (as defined in the Community 
Infrastructure Levy regulations). For example, the 
pot could be used to fund affordable housing where 
it would support the development of the area by 
addressing the demands that development places 
on the area.” 
 
Paragraphs 79, 80 and 81 of NPPG on CIL also 
include relevant information for Town and Parish 
Councils on how the neighbourhood portion of CIL 
can be spent. 
 
Further information can be found on the web pages 
below: 
 

http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy/spending-the-levy/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy/spending-the-levy/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy/spending-the-levy/
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MHDC Neighbourhood Planning - 

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/neighbourhood-

planning 

MHDC Guide to Developing A Neighbourhood Plan 
– 
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/documents/10558/1
25552/Guide+To+Developing+A+Neighbourhood+
Plan+-+March+2013.pdf/dc99c175-5ed1-4e5b-
89c9-bcf09ba9d004 
  
Or contact: David Clarke: Telephone: 01684 
862370; Email: david.clarke@malvernhills.gov.uk 
 
 

Join the conversation on Yammer 
 
Thank you to those of you who have signed up to 
the clerk Yammer network.  
 
We now have 17 parish and town clerks signed up 
and using the account and we have already had a 
number of discussions about community 
engagement, web pages and neighbourhood 
planning, as well as sharing some contact details. 
 
It is important we continue to use this group so if 
you have something you would like to discuss with 
your clerk colleagues, please post it on Yammer. 
If you want to join then email Claire Vaughan 
claire.vaughan@malvernhills.gov.uk 
 

Submit your agenda items for the 
next Parish and Town Conference 
 
The next Parish and Town Conference takes place 
on 18 April between 6pm and 8.30pm, in the 
Council Chamber off Avenue Road. As before, we 
are keen to hear from you on what you would like 
to see on the agenda. 
 
In October we looked at S106 and CIL so this time 
we will be looking for a new burning issue to 
discuss.  Please let Claire Vaughan know if there is 
something you would like to see included. 
 

Superfast broadband expansion 
Programme 
 
Superfast Worcestershire has recently announced 
the first communities set to benefit from an 
expansion of the faster fibre broadband 
programme. More than 8,000 additional 
households and businesses across Worcestershire 
will get access to the technology as a result of the 

multi-million pound ‘Superfast Extension 
Programme’.  
 
The first communities set to benefit include Hallow 
and Great Witley. The new programme will start to 
‘go live’ in these communities from the summer. 
 
A number of other areas across Malvern Hills 
district are set to benefit later in the programme, 
which will be finished by autumn 2017. Visit 
http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/cabinet-
status and select ‘Malvern Hills District’.  
 
You will be able to see which cabinets have 
already gone live, which are planned in and the 
new ones added as part of the extension to the 
programme. 
 
Remember homes and businesses do not  
automatically get faster broadband just because a 
cabinet has been upgraded. They need to switch 
provider to take advantage of the faster speeds.  
 
However, they can choose any provider they like, it 
does not have to be BT. 
 
If a cabinet has been upgraded in your area please 
help spread the word and encourage as many 
residents as possible to switch. 
 

Support for clerks 
 
We created a fund of £2,000 to help clerks gain 
their certificate in Local Council Administration. Up 
to £200 per person was on offer to help parish and 
town clerks pay for the cost of the course. We 
reported in the last newsletter that the deadline for 
applications had closed.   
 
However, we reopened it during December and a 
further four clerks have expressed an interest in the 
grant.  This means that, since 2014, we have been 
able to support 12 clerks with funding. 
 

LEADing Rural Business Programme 
 
The next round of the LEADing Rural Business 
Programme will be open for outline applications 
from Monday 15 February 2016 until 5pm on 
Monday 1 April 2016. The key objectives of the 
programme include growth of the rural economy 
and job creation in rural areas.  
 
This next round is focussed on supporting projects 
that increase farming or forestry productivity. 
Grants of up to £35,000 are available (typically, 
match funding must be at least 60% of the total 

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/documents/10558/125552/Guide+To+Developing+A+Neighbourhood+Plan+-+March+2013.pdf/dc99c175-5ed1-4e5b-89c9-bcf09ba9d004
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/documents/10558/125552/Guide+To+Developing+A+Neighbourhood+Plan+-+March+2013.pdf/dc99c175-5ed1-4e5b-89c9-bcf09ba9d004
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/documents/10558/125552/Guide+To+Developing+A+Neighbourhood+Plan+-+March+2013.pdf/dc99c175-5ed1-4e5b-89c9-bcf09ba9d004
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/documents/10558/125552/Guide+To+Developing+A+Neighbourhood+Plan+-+March+2013.pdf/dc99c175-5ed1-4e5b-89c9-bcf09ba9d004
mailto:david.clarke@malvernhills.gov.uk
mailto:claire.vaughan@malvernhills.gov.uk
http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/cabinet-status
http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/cabinet-status
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project costs). The eligible area covers most of the 
district other than Malvern town.  
 
Please highlight the scheme to any businesses in 
your area that may be able to benefit from this of 
funding. Visit www.business-
central.co.uk/leader for more information, or 
contact Joel Keller joel.keller@malvernhills.gov.uk 
01684 862486. 
 

New councillor for Malvern Hills 
District Council 
 
The new councillor for Teme Valley Ward is Cllr 
Caroline Palethorpe. A by-election took place in 
December following the sad passing of Gill Farmer. 
All of our district councillors contact details can be 
found on our webpage at 
http://moderngov.malvernhills.gov.uk/mgMemberIn
dex.aspx?bcr=1  
 

Watch our video blog 
 
We produced our first video blog at the end of 2015 
and this can be viewed on our YouTube channel.  
We invited local residents to submit questions that 
were then put to the Leader and Chief Executive.  
There are plans to produce another ‘vlog’ in 2016 
so watch this space… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usVbu4GWcno  

 

 
 
Next Meet Your Council events 
planned 
 
As part of our efforts to improve the way we 
communicate with our residents last year we 
trialled a Meet your Council programme.  
 
This involved taking district councillors and senior 
officers to various parts of the district to talk to 
residents and businesses, pick up issues of 
concern, suggestions for improving our services 

and generally to understand more about life in the 
district. 
 
The first events took place in Kempsey and Martley 
Wards, supported by parish councils in Kempsey, 
Severn Stoke, Croome D’Abitot, Martley, 
Wichenford and Kenswick. 
 
Due to their success further events are planned in 
the following wards: 
 
Link (26 Feb), Woodbury (16 March) Chase (March 
tbc).  
 
All relevant parish and town councils will be 
contacted to tell you when we are planning a visit in 
your area. 
 

An ambitious plan for an ambitious 
council 
 
We recently unveiled our new and ambitious five 
year plan. It sets out three core priorities which will 
guide the focus of our work up until 2021.  
 
They are to build stronger and healthier 
communities, drive economic growth and prosperity 
and make the most of the district’s superb 
environment. 
 
There are almost 30 aims included in the plan to be 
completed over the next five years. Under building 
stronger and healthier communities, highlights 
include delivering more affordable homes and 
bringing a number of empty homes back into use to 
help tackle the national housing shortage in the 
district.  
 
There is also a target to encourage less active 
people to become involved in physical activity and 
to deliver at least ten sport and health related 
activities in rural areas every year. 
 
On the economy, the plan includes targets to 
support at least 300 businesses to survive or grow 
through start-up and expansion schemes and to 
make land available to create more than 200 jobs 
at Malvern Hills Science Park by 2021.  
 
Creating at least 50 new apprenticeships a year to 
help young people find jobs and lobbying to secure 
funding for a new Carrington Bridge and road 
improvements through to the Powick roundabout 
are also included. 
 
The final priority includes projects to invest up to 
£10million in new open space, play areas and 

http://www.business-central.co.uk/leader
http://www.business-central.co.uk/leader
mailto:joel.keller@malvernhills.gov.uk
http://moderngov.malvernhills.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
http://moderngov.malvernhills.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usVbu4GWcno
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playing pitches across the district, improving the 
marketing of the district to visitors and creating an 
early flood warning system in the most at risk 
areas. 

 
Our priorities poster is attached. 
 

Financial blueprint for the future of 
Malvern Hills District Council 
 
We have also recently approved our new five year  
Business Plan which sets out how we are going to 
deal with government cuts to our funding and find 
the money to deliver on our priorities. 
 
The focus will be on a continued drive on efficiency 
with measures including bringing all council staff 
into one building and reviewing and transforming 
the way services are run, including exploring using 
a private company to provide waste and recycling 
services. 
 
Growing income through the sale of council owned 
buildings and other assets, selling council services 
such as contract management and financial 
services to other local authorities and sharing 
services with Wychavon are other key parts of the 
plan. 
 
We’ve already saved some £3.3million since 
2010/11, and just 1.5 per cent of that has come 
from service reductions. However, we need to save 
another £1.8million a year over the next four years. 
 
The plan will be available to view on our website 
shortly. 
 

Syrian refugee update 
 
At the start of this year the leaders of 
Worcestershire councils agreed to submit a bid to 
the Home Office to resettle vulnerable Syrian 
refugees in the county.  
 
The aim is to resettle 50 refugees before the end of 
the year. A lot of work has to be done before we 
are in a position to make our bid which is being led 
by Worcestershire County Council.  
 
We have also, together with the county council, put 
together a Syrian Refugee FAQs page which every 
district council in Worcestershire has been asked to 
place on their website. Ours can be found by 
visiting http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/syrian-
refugee-resettlement.  
 
If you receive any queries from members of the 
public on this issue then please direct them to this 
page which will answer the vast majority of their 
questions and will be updated as the bid 
progresses. 
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