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Ecological Summary for the Leigh and Bransford Neighbourhood
Development Plan
This document contains your ecological record search. The following pages provide an
ecological summary of the Neighbourhood Development Plan area. The appendix to this
document includes mapping drawn from Worcestershire County Council datasets including
data provided by the Worcestershire Biological Record Centre, the accompanying records
provide more detailed species-specific information.

This document is intended to support the development of the Leigh and Bransford
Neighbourhood Plan (NHP) by collating available evidence and describing the biodiversity
assets and opportunities within the NHP area. The area of search for this data-trawl is based
upon data extrapolated from Malvern Hills District Council webpages, specifically the
Neighbourhood Area as designated on 24th September 2013.
By dint of the wide geographic scale of the project brief, this data-trawl provides strategicscale resolution of known biodiversity assets and, where deemed appropriate (as described
further in text below), additional and higher-resolution ecological surveys will be required.
The following evidence bases have been drawn upon within this document:
Natural England's Natural Character Areas (NCA) studies are 'live documents' which
define areas sharing similar landscape characteristics and which follow "natural lines in the
landscape" rather than administrative boundaries. Natural England suggests that NCAs are an
appropriate unit of land on which to base decision-making frameworks for the natural
environment.
An earlier framework to interpret the county's biogeographic areas using the county's flora at
a monad (1km grid square) scale was developed by John Day. As a land unit,
Worcestershire's Natural Areas are intended to provide a framework for interpretation and
understanding of the county's natural environment and to provide a basis for integrated
conservation policy at county scale. Founded on floristic distributions established in the
County Red Data Book (WWT, 1998) and subsequently updated through the 2001 Checklist
of Worcestershire Flora, the effort to define biogeographic Natural Areas within the county
was driven by the recognition that the majority of the county's native flora is classed as
Uncommon (half the flora being classed as Scarce or Rare, a third being classed as Very Rare
or Extinct), and that effective conservation of natural flora must extend beyond the network
of designated sites in order to tie together 'minor landscape features' in the wider countryside.
Indeed, this approach was advocated within the 2010 Natural Environment White Paper,
"Making Space for nature: A Review of England's Wildlife Sites". Within this report, we
have also made reference to The Flora of Worcestershire (Maskew, 2014).

The Worcestershire Green Infrastructure Framework 21 document establishes subregional scale trends in biodiversity value. This is achieved through the Biodiversity Base
Map (Worcestershire County Council, 2009) which places strategic-scale value on units of
land ("Land Cover Parcels" a unit used in parity with the parallel Landscape Character
Assessment) and evaluates variables including concentration and cohesion of existing seminatural habitats. The Biodiversity Basemap is founded on the Worcestershire Habitat
Inventory analysis (see WHI below for further information) of Land Cover Parcels, by aerial
photograph interpretation, data from the Worcestershire Biological Records Centre and fieldbased survey information from partner organisations. It illustrates the biodiversity context for
Worcestershire in broad terms and highlights areas where constraints to development are
likely and opportunities for biodiversity enhancement exist at the sub-regional scale.
The GI Framework 2 document merges, assesses and scores the underlying set of
environment characteristics relevant to Green Infrastructure (Landscape Character
Assessment, Biodiversity and Historic Environment) for each Land Cover Parcel into distinct
Environmental Character Areas. ECAs are therefore considered the most appropriate land
unit for evaluating biodiversity priorities within the Broadway Parish NHP as they hold
recognised strategic importance and provide an existing synthesis prioritising opportunities to
maintain and enhance connectivity of Green Infrastructure assets between the individual
Districts / Boroughs, and link with adjacent areas at sub-regional scale.
The underlying Worcestershire Habitat Inventory combines habitat surveys undertaken 'on
the ground' with historical site survey data and aerial photograph interpretation, and includes
a synthesis of habitat network cohesion for most Priority2 Habitats within the county,
revealing network strength or opportunities for de-fragmentation through habitat creation or
restoration. The field-by-field aerial photographic interpretation is primarily derived from a
2005 aerial photograph set and therefore provides only a partial and historic baseline. More
detailed evaluation of habitat de-fragmentation opportunities must be informed by an up-todate and formal ecological appraisal, which may also inform the requirement for detailed
habitat and species survey requirements.
It must be recognised that the Worcestershire Biological Record Centre (WBRC) dataset
comprises records submitted by amateur and professional naturalists on a voluntary basis; the
dataset cannot be considered a comprehensive compendium of ecological interest within a
given area; rather it is simply a 'snapshot' in time recorded by those observers who have
shared their records. Absence of data cannot therefore be interpreted as absence of a
protected or notable species or habitat, but rather should be considered as an under-recorded
or yet-to-be assessed area where further survey might be beneficial. The WBRC database is
therefore a 'living' document and should be subject to regular review by users to ensure
decisions are based on up-to-date information.
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Habitats of principal importance recognised in the Biodiversity Action Plan, or listed under Section 41 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006

An Ecological Context
Natural Character Area
The Neighbourhood Plan area is located partly within NCA 103 (Malvern Hills) but
ostensibly within NCA 106 (Severn and Avon Vales) the latter being a diverse area
comprising industrial and urban settlements and open agricultural land with sparse woodlands
and fragmented but important biodiversity resources in the form of traditional orchards,
lowland meadow and floodplains. NCA 103 is also defined by its contrasting topographies
containing both the Malvern Hills AONB and the surrounding "jumble of rolling hills and
woodlands" which integrate to the north-west into the Herefordshire Plateau. The underlying
geologies are also varied, from thin acidic soils on the Malvern Hills to deeper neutral soils
over the Old Red Sandstone to calcareous soils on the Silurian shale and siltstone. To the
northwest of the Malvern Hills are wooded limestone ridges separated by vales of mixed
shale. Steep slopes can be densely wooded and contain both plantations and ancient
woodlands. Many field boundaries are species-rich and of medieval origin. Woodland
becomes sparser moving east into NCA 106. West of the Severn the Mercia Mudstones
predominate, producing silty clay soils. Small pasture fields and commons with regular
patterns of parliamentary enclosure are notable. Pasture and stock rearing on floodplains and
steeper slopes is common however unimproved neutral grasslands survive in nationally
notable quantities.
NCA 106 is also noted for its surviving traditional orchards which retain an important genetic
resource in a wide range of local fruit varieties and which are rich in wildlife, providing the
UK stronghold for the noble chafer beetle and nest sites for birds and bats. This and
surrounding NCAs are a key area for mistletoe, which particularly thrives on old fruit trees,
lime and poplar.
The most pertinent Statements of Environmental Opportunities ("SEO") for these Natural
Character Areas are:
NCA 103 - SEO 1: Conserve and appropriately manage the highly distinctive range of the
Malvern Hills and the areas of semi-natural habitat in the wider character area such as
woodland and traditional orchard, providing economic opportunities, fostering community
participation.
NCA 103 - SEO 4: Plan for an expansion of semi-natural habitat where appropriate so that a
significant ecological network is created and interconnected to adjoining areas. This will
increase biodiversity, pollination, food and drink production, as well as regulate soil erosion,
water and soil quality, reinforcing a strong sense of place.
NCA 106 - SEO 1: Protect and manage the landscape, heritage and biodiversity associated
with the Severn Estuary, the river valleys and other hydrological features, planning for a

landscape scale expansion of wetlands, inter-tidal habitats and unimproved grasslands along
river floodplains through, restoration, expansion and re-linkage of existing remnant areas of
semi-natural habitat.
NCA 106 - SEO 2: Seek to safeguard and enhance this area’s distinctive patterns of field
boundaries, ancient hedgerows, settlements, orchards, parkland, small woodlands, chases,
commons and floodplain management with their strong links to past land use and settlement
history, and for the benefits this will bring to soil erosion, soil quality and biodiversity.
Natural England provide a number of examples which may be apposite for the development
of Neighbourhood Plan and other land-management policies:

















Restoring traditional orchards and improving the species diversity of grasslands,
especially species rich unimproved grassland and including lowland meadows,
especially those in close proximity to existing areas to increase their important
biodiversity resource.
Protecting ancient woodlands and wood pasture, together with their impressive
displays of bluebells and other woodland flora.
Managing woodlands, especially those on inaccessible or difficult sites, to maintain
their important biodiversity, their contribution to landscape character and to provide
other products such as wood fuel.
Restoring plantations on ancient woodland sites.
Maintaining the characteristic hedgerow boundaries (including mature and veteran
trees) around small-medium sized fields.
Restoring hedgerows to good condition (especially species rich hedgerows of ancient
origin).
Managing and restoring species rich meadows and daffodil meadows.
Altering the management regimes of roadside verges to maximise their biodiversity
value (within the limits of highway safety).
Managing levels and placement of over-wintering livestock (including horses) to help
reduce incidents of soil churning and compaction thereby enhancing soil and water
quality and reducing soil erosion.
Adopting a planned and measured approach to the creation of new areas of seminatural habitat which will support existing wildlife habitats and species of importance
in the area.
Utilising locally appropriate corridors to create physical links between semi-natural
habitats, for example flower rich verges, species rich hedgerows and copses.
Creating and designating 'refuge' sites for breeding or resting for key wildlife species
which may be subject to and susceptible to disturbance.
Restoring the natural floodplain function, landscape and habitat diversity associated
with the rivers Severn and Avon and their tributaries through the opportunities
provided by managed realignment, and the management of agricultural drainage/land
use, increasing flood water storage capacity and reducing surface water run-off and
soil erosion.
Managing standing water features dispersed across the NCA to maintain their
significant biodiversity interest.











Maintaining and extending low-input permanent pasture, hedgerows and woodland
across slopes near the River Teme to reduce soil erosion and impact on water quality.
Reverting arable to permanent unimproved grassland, particularly adjoining or close
to existing remnant areas of semi-natural habitat.
Promoting and expanding, multi-functional quality green spaces and linear routes,
integrated with wetland habitats for recreation, health and educational benefits.
Retaining, restoring, and managing appropriately, all hedges and especially those that
define enclosure of medieval strip farming where this is a strong landscape feature.
This will enhance the landscape, retain historic field patterns and provide an
important biodiversity resource and connectivity of particular importance across the
arable areas. Good hedgerow management will also assist in reducing soil erosion and
protecting soil quality.
Managing ditches and rhines together with veteran willow pollards that line their
boundaries.
Protecting the integrity of floodplain grasslands together with embankments that are
fundamental to their historic management and are important for present day flood
management.
Protecting ridge and furrow and other buried archaeology from damage by cultivation
and enhancing biodiversity by restoring permanent grassland.
Retaining genetic diversity of orchard trees to allow adaptability to the effects of a
changing climate.

Worcestershire's Natural Areas
The Neighbourhood Plan Area is distributed between three distinct but interconnected
'Natural Areas', comprising: The Silurian Highlands, The Teme Plain and Northern Chase.
The Silurian Highlands has a very distinctive and well defined natural area. This is the series
of hills and low ridges running north from Mathon to the Abberley Hills. The underlying
strata are predominately Silurian Limestones such that the flora is predominately basic. The
geology is not simple and the presence of sandstones, Permian and even Malvernian rocks
adds diversity to an already very rich flora. It is an incredibly rich area; the vast majority of
the landscape is clothed in semi-natural habitats with a series of ancient woodlands forming
the core interest. These are some of Britain's most diverse woodlands in terms of their tree
and shrub component. Large-leaved lime is present over much of the range and hornbeam is
on the edge of its native British limit here. The Natural Area is considered to be an
exceptionally high quality landscape for biodiversity.
The Teme Plain is dominated by the river itself and the valley floor habitats (where they
survive) support a very distinctive flora throughout the length from Little Hereford to the
Severn confluence. For this reason it is given a sub region of its own. Interestingly there are
many common features with river systems of the Scottish Border country - Scirpus sylvaticus,
Scrophularia umbrosa but with a distinct southwest British element as typifed by Aconitum

napellus. The Teme is considered to be the best British river for a number of different groups
and the Natural Area is described as "superb".
The Northern Chase. The northern section of this area is reasonably biodiverse. This in part
relates to the relief. The stream valleys as they descend towards the Teme are highly incised.
In these areas semi-natural habitats have survived. The pattern of both land tenure and
farming practice is different. Hop and fruit growing were both widespread, these forms of
agriculture being less destructive for wildlife.

Green Infrastructure Environmental Character Area
The Neighbourhood Plan area is located in central-western Worcestershire, in a landscape
context of Principal Wooded Hills and Principal Timbered Farmlands in the West,
transitioning to Principal Timbered Farmlands in the east, with Riverside Meadow Landscape
Character threaded along the Leigh Brook and River Teme corridor. The Neighbourhood
Plan area is primarily located within the Malvern Chase and Commons Environmental
Character Area ('ECA 9', as defined within the Worcestershire Green Infrastructure
Framework) however a small area along the northern boundaries of the Neighbourhood Plan
area is located within the River Teme Environmental Character Area (ECA 21):
ECA 9 – The Malvern Chase and Commons

The Malvern Chase and Commons is a large Environmental Character Area, covering the
area from the western county boundary on the crest of the Malvern Hills, inland to the Severn
Vale and extending from the River Teme corridor in the north to the M50 corridor in the
south. Not surprisingly, for such a large area, it encompasses a wide range of local Landscape
Character Types, as well as the Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
The northern part of the ECA, north and east of Great Malvern, is generally of a wooded
nature and has been identified by the County Landscape Character Assessment as the
Landscape Type Principal Timbered Farmlands with Principal Wooded Hills along the ridge
of the Suckley Hills. Here the character relies on small scale, agricultural landscapes of
irregularly shaped woodlands, winding lanes and frequent wayside dwellings and farmsteads
which have been cleared piecemeal from the local woodlands and subsequently enclosed by
hedgerows. The most notable characteristic is the densely scattered hedgerow trees, usually
oaks which frame filtered views. The high biodiversity value of the area is reflected by the
many Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Wildlife Sites (SWS), based on
their woodland interest.
The western boundary of the ECA is characterised by the High Hills and Slopes Landscape
Type of the Malvern Hills where the unenclosed, unsettled landscape of this striking ridge
gives wide panoramic views across both Herefordshire and Worcestershire. Historically, the
hills would have been an unenclosed expanse of commons and rough grazing where the

stocking levels would have been sufficient to keep scrub encroachment at bay, lower levels of
stocking today have allowed secondary woodland and scrub encroachment, particularly on
the lower slopes. Nevertheless, much of the area is categorised as a SSSI, due to its grassland
habitat.
To the east of the commons is a band of land which has been identified as Settled Farmlands
with Pastoral Land Use. These are small scale landscapes where the heavy, poorly drained
soils traditionally discouraged arable farming and where small fields with prominent hedges
and hedgerow trees are still generally grazed. Scattered through this landscape are a number
of small SSSIs and SWSs designated for their grassland interest.
ECA 9
Strategic GI
Approach

Malvern Chase and Commons
Protect and Enhance

Overarching
principles:

Protect and enhance acid and neutral grassland habitats and wooded
landscape of orchards, woodlands and scrub.

Biodiversity
Priorities:

Priority to protect, buffer and enhance existing sites to create linked
networks of habitat where possible.
Protect and enhance grassland habitats (acid and neutral) and the
wooded landscape including orchards, woodlands and scrub. Conserve
parkland and veteran trees.
Maintain traditional field boundaries including hedges, where
appropriate to aid habitat connectivity.

ECA 21: The River Teme Corridor

The boundaries of this ECA closely follow the River Teme as it flows from the Herefordshire
and Worcestershire border near Knightwick, east to join the Severn at Powick. The River
Teme itself is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI it is one of the best
sandstone and mudstone rivers in Britain, supporting a diverse range of plants, fish, insects
and mammals. Species of interest found in the River Teme SSSI include salmon, twaite shad,
otter, native crayfish, lampreys, bullhead and pearl mussels.
Natural England is working with CCW, the Environment Agency and the Severn Rivers Trust
to develop a river restoration plan for the River Teme. The plan aims to return the river to a
more natural condition and ecological health by restoring the river's more natural form and
function over the next 50 years to create:
 A dynamic and diverse river bed which is suitable for fish and invertebrates.
 Variable channel features with a variety of river depths and flow speeds.
 Varied bankside plant structure, including areas of shading and occasional open
stretches of floodplain meadow.





Diverse plant, invertebrate and breeding bird communities that are able to use the
river corridor with minimal disturbance.
Lowered levels of river engineering allowing natural movement of the channel within
a riparian corridor.
Increased connection with the floodplain where wet grassland and meadows, fen, carr
and wooded areas may develop.

This ECA falls wholly or partially within the Malvern Chase with Laugherne Valley
Biodiversity Delivery Area, one of the priority opportunity areas determined by the
Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership for the delivery of county Biodiversity Action Plan
targets. Information about the Biodiversity Delivery Areas is available from
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/biodiversity.
The landscape is characterised by the open, low lying, seasonally flooded Riverside Meadows
with their lines of riverside trees and lack of settlement. Woodland is not a typical feature
here. Along the eastern stretches, set back on slightly higher ground are areas classified as
Principal Timbered Farmlands where the small scale, wooded landscape with densely
scattered hedgerow trees has a much more intimate character. Traditional orchards, species
rich meadows and small, ancient woodlands are all typical of this Landscape Type.
ECA 21
Strategic GI
Approach
Overarching
principles

River Teme Corridor
Protect and Restore

Biodiversity
Priorities

Newly created GI features should aim to augment the existing
resource concentrating on the main priorities for protection and
creation including wetland and floodplain habitats in the river
corridors.

Protect and restore multi-functional river valley corridor and
floodplain.

Create and enhance existing neutral grassland habitats and
traditional field boundaries to aid connectivity and landscape
permeability

Designated sites of Nature Conservation Significance

Statutory designated sites

The Neighbourhood Plan area contains two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): The
River Teme and Aileshurst Coppice. Aileshurst Coppice is part owned by Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust and is designated for its coppiced woodland of pedunculate oak and ash with a

diverse and valuable ancient woodland ground flora. The site has a notable population of the
rare yellow-star-of-Bethlehem.
The River Teme forms the backbone of a particularly biodiverse corridor along the western
flank of the county, a wildlife corridor comprising a network of important native habitats
likely to support scarce and legally protected native wildlife. Variations in geology and flow
over the length of the Teme create an environment which supports a diverse range of plants,
fish, insects and mammals so that the whole of the river and its banks are designated as SSSI.
In Britain there are only around 275 km of SSSI river like the Teme with the Teme making
up 100 km, over 33%, of the total. Many species including salmon, the increasingly rare
twaite shad, otter, native crayfish, lampreys, bullhead and pearl mussel as well as a large
variety of aquatic plants, specialist beetles and breeding birds are found on the Teme. Indeed
early surveys showed the Teme had the highest number of aquatic species and a higher
overall average over its length than any other similar rivers in the Welsh Marches. The Teme
is divided into 6 operational units which were last condition assessed between 2012 and 2014
with all units being deemed 'unfavourable' and either 'declining' or having experienced 'no
change' in status. Principle causes of unfavourable status are inappropriate water levels,
inappropriate weirs and other structures, presence of invasive species, siltation and pollution,
agricultural run-off and discharge of polluted waters.
Aileshurst Coppice was last assessed in 2011 and was considered to be in favourable
condition with good diversity of ground flora and deadwood present.
New Inn Meadow SSSI has boundaries almost contiguous and is located to the south-west of
the Neighbourhood Plan area. New Inn Meadow is a very good example of a rich hay
meadow arising from a long continuity of management for hay with aftermath grazing. Hay
meadows such as this were once common in Worcestershire but have now become extremely
scarce there owing to changes in agricultural practice. The site was last assessed in 2011 and
was considered to be in 'unfavourable' condition, being cut at an appropriate time of year but
not benefitting from any aftermath grazing.

Non-statutory designated sites

The parish area contains a number of Local Wildlife Sites (LWS). North Wood, Benstoken
Coppice, Hayley Broad Dingle & Redcliff and The Ashes are designated for their
broadleaved woodland (typically NVC community W8 with some W8 sub-communities and
W10 present). North Wood also includes an area of unimproved grassland (MG5).
Leigh Disused Railway and The Cuckoopit are also designated for their woodland
communities (W1, W5 and W8) with unimproved grassland interest including acidic, neutral
and wet grassland communities. Marsh Cottage Meadows is designated for a number of
scarce grassland communities (MG5a, MG5b and MG5c with MG6, MG7 and MG10). The
three principle watercourses of the River Teme, Leigh Brook and Carey's Brook are all

designated as Local Wildlife Sites and the traditional orchard habitat at Sandlin House
Orchard and Birchenhall Farm Orchard is the main criteria for designation at this site,
however as with the other LWS sites the variety and quality of semi-natural habitats will
support a diversity of scarce and legally protected native fauna including NERC Act S.41
species.
The Neighbourhood Plan area contains one Roadside Verge Nature Reserve, designated
primarily for its population of Bithynian Vetch.
The Neighbourhood Plan area contains 10 Grassland Inventory sites: Coles Green Orchard,
Coles Green Meadow and Coles Green Piece, Pettyford Meadows (two operational units),
Coombe Hill Coppice Meadow, Brockamin Scrub, Brockamin Ford Meadow and Marsh
Cottage Meadow (two operational units). All are designated for their MG5 communities
(lowland neutral meadows) with the exception of Brockamin Ford Meadow which is
designated for its calcareous grassland. While six of the sites have been identified as
damaged or destroyed through insensitive land management practice, they may still be
capable of restoration if land management practice were to change.

Worcestershire Habitat Inventory Overview Area Report
The Worcestershire Biodiversity
Basemap identifies that the two
NHP areas are located in an area
identified as holding significant
value for biodiversity:

Landscape Scale Patterns of
Biodiversity

West Worcestershire (west of
the rivers Stour and Severn)
contains large areas of relatively
intact ancient countryside, much
of which is of high biodiversity
importance. When considered in
a wider landscape context, this
swathe of countryside is likely to
form a critical element of a
nationally important ecological network that stretches from the south west via the Severn
corridor and Forest of Dean, through west Gloucestershire, east Herefordshire and west
Worcestershire, and on into Shropshire and Cheshire.

Laugherne Valley/ Northern Malvern Chase Area (covers much of Alfrick and a sliver of
the western border of Lulsley NHP)
This area to the West and North-west of
Worcester sits just above the Northern
part of Malvern chase. This area has a
diverse geology and is relatively
biodiverse. The high coverage of
broadleaved woodland incorporates
numerous areas of ancient woodland
with a range of woodland communities.
Though some areas are predominantly
arable, much semi-natural habitat is
retained in steep valleys, on scarps,
bluffs, outcrops and in linear features.
Much of the area retains elements of
ancient countryside, and a high coverage
of traditional orchards and a relatively
good network of open water add to this
character. The area has a varied geology
ranging through from basic, through
neutral, to acidic and so the flora is very
varied and diverse in places.
This area has a notably high proportion of grasslands identified as 'possibly unimproved';
these are potentially species rich grasslands which will require additional botanical surveys
undertaken at a suitable time of year to confirm their status. Unfortunately the proportion of
grasslands identified as 'probably improved' is also notably high. The 'known' grassland
resources are quite low: neutral grassland coverage, calcareous and acid grassland coverage
are all very low. Though much of this area, especially the grassland element, is not covered
by existing survey, and survey possibly of unimproved grassland may reveal previously
unknown sites of BAP or near BAP quality, and potential sites for grassland restoration.
Malvern Chase Central, Southern, Northern Chase (covers much of Leigh & Bransford as
well as the majority of Lulsley NHP area).
Malvern Chase, in the west and south-west of the county encompass three distinct areas
which differ in character from one another; these are the northern, central and southern
chases. The northern chase is quite exploited by agriculture, but retains biodiversity in valleys
and on steep slopes, as well as in hedgerows and verges.

Semi-natural habitat in Malvern Chase is variable,
and biodiversity value is variable across the three
areas. Much of the land use in the area is arable land
or is grassland likely to have been agriculturally
improved to some degree.
There are scattered pockets of broadleaved woodland
in the central, and more frequently the northern
chase, where a greater proportion of this is ancient
woodland.
“Possibly improved‟ grassland is scattered
throughout the chase and is interspersed with BAP
(MG5) neutral meadows and pastures and other
neutral grassland, some of which can be found in
common land or on verges and small meadows and
pastures forming a good network of grasslands.
Orchard coverage in Malvern Chase is relatively low,
but where orchards are present (more often in the
central and northern chase) they form well connected
networks. The network of ponds (refer to Appendix
2) shows that there is potentially a high degree of
connectivity between standing water/small ponds.
Wetland coverage in Malvern Chase is low, and is often confined to small areas or micro
features

Worcestershire Habitat Inventory Analysis: Semi-Natural Habitats and Habitat Networks

By merging all recorded priority habitats found within the parish, and applying a least-cost
distance analysis (as per Catchpole3 methodology) to The Worcestershire Habitat Inventory,
it is possible to identify 'core' areas of Biodiversity Action Plan habitats, and to also ascribe a
distance which both generic and axiophytic taxa are thought likely to disperse from those
core areas ("dispersal extent"). This plan indicates likely semi-natural habitat cohesion and, at
a strategic-scale, reveals the landscape corridors most notable for their value for biodiversity
and key opportunities to restore and defragment these corridors.
The merged BAP network plan indicates two strong ecological corridors within the
Neighbourhood Plan area, although this may be geographically biased by the existing
aforementioned linear features. The more evident corridor extends from the River Teme and
Leigh Disused Railway on the northern extent of the Plan area, in a south-westerly direction
3
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towards Sandlin House Orchard and Birchenhall Farm Orchard. Along the Parish boundary
between Leigh and Bransford a second and much more fragmented corridor can be seen. This
comprises much of Leigh Disused Railway, The Cuckoopit, Marsh Cottage Meadows, The
Ashes and extending south-east through Chapelhill Coppice towards Little Monksfield Farm.
The network of traditional orchards (predicted network strength is based on flight distances
of noble chafer from known traditional orchards) is very roughly divided into two corridors:
the first extends from Sandlin House Orchard in the south-western corner of the Parish of
Leigh, through Hayward's Cross and around the edges of the principle settlement of Leigh
Sinton towards North Wood LWS. A second and more fragmented corridor extends along the
axis of Leigh Brook encompassing Greathouse and Pigeonhouse Farms through Brockamin
and Brockamin House Farm towards Marsh Cottage Meadows.
The woodland network is highly fragmented across the Neighbourhood Plan area and
primarily comprises the aforementioned Local Wildlife Sites (most evident along the Leigh
Brook, Leigh Disused Railway and Ashes to Whitehouse & Bush Hill Coppices corridor) and
smaller intervening copses providing valuable ecological 'stepping stones'. A key exception is
a north-south linear corridor between Pettyford Bridge, Park Coppice, The Dingle, Pipe Elm
Farm and Aileshurst Coppice. In stark contrast, the network of ancient woodland and
plantation on ancient woodland ('PAWS') is highly fragmented within the Neighbourhood
Plan area with notable but isolated resources within Hayley Broad Dingle, south of
Brockamin House Farm and Park Coppice, Leigh Brook Valley and Benstoken Coppice to
the West of the Neighbourhood Plan area and Leigh Disused Railway/The Cuckoopit, The
Ashes and Chapelhill Coppice central to the Neighbourhood Plan area.
The network of ponds and other standing water bodies as identified within the WHI is highly
fragmented (reflected in the very few records of amphibians returned within the Plan area)
and heavily biased towards the waterbodies present within Bransford House Hotel Golf and
Country Club, however it is unknown what value these waterbodies have for biodiversity.
A clear corridor is evident on the semi-natural and priority grassland network. This appears to
run roughly along the axis of the Leigh Brook from its junction with and around the Leigh
Disused Railway, along a south-western axis towards Stitchin's Hill and Old Storridge
Common beyond the Plan's boundaries. On the Eastern boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan
area a second distinct merged grassland network extends from Bransford Court through
Gilbert's Farm towards Monksfield and Newland Court.

Protected and Notable Species
A total of 136 records of legally protected and/or notable species (afforded additional
consideration through Schedule 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act
(2006), national and local planning policy, local Biodiversity Action Plans and Biodiversity

Agreements) were returned by the WBRC. These records contain amphibians, birds,
flowering plants, invertebrates, reptiles and mammals, indicating that fungi are a vastly
under-recorded biodiversity asset within the Neighbourhood Plan area.
Floristically, as referenced within the description of county habitat distributions above, the
parish contains valuable habitats, particularly remaining pockets of ancient woodland and
notable records of scarce arable flora. Of the general locality, The Flora of Worcestershire
(Maskew, 2014) describes the following: "the main botanical interest lies in the River Teme
corridor from Lulsley north and west to Tenbury Wells, along which the river meanders
through a narrow flood-plain between heavily wooded slopes. Ancient dingle woodlands are
lined mainly with Quercus species and Fraxinus but there is also Tilia cordata and T.
platyphyllos; unfortunately parts of them have been modified by re-afforestation with both
coniferous and broad-leaved species, particularly Populus spp". Amongst typical examples
cited is Hanley Dingle SSSI which has "a rich ground flora on streamsides and in the base
rich flushes supporting less common and widespread species such as Chryosplenium
alternifolium, Latharae squamaria, Carex strigose, Hypericum androsaemum, Ranunculus
auricomaus, Paris quadrifolia and Campanula trachelium".
52 records of locally notable and/or nationally scarce plant species were returned from the
Worcestershire Biological Record Centre, please refer to appended data search results for
further information. Of note are records of the nationally scarce Bithynian Vetch (Vicia
bithynica) which has been recorded in hedgebanks and roadside since the 19th century in the
Alfrick and Leigh area (where it was collected by Reece and Westcombe in 1846). Whilst
reportedly increasing in a numbers within some of its previously reported locations, the
records between 1997 and 2004 within the Neighbourhood Plan area indicate a considerable
variation in population sizes: from a single observation to 200+ plants observed. This makes
the Neighbourhood Plan area population notable in its county context, which is reflected by
the designation of a Roadside Verge Nature Reserve for this species.
Spreading hedge-parsley (Torilis arvensis) is a nationally scarce species suffering from
dramatic declines nationally. Worcestershire appears to have fared better than most other
counties during the 20th century with multiple populations distributed through the southern
portions of the county, particularly on Lias Clay, where it's restricted to the margins of cereal
and bean fields, typically in low numbers. 'At least several hundred' plants were recorded ' on
the edge of oat and barley crops' at Bransford in 1994.
Only two records of the nationally scarce Spreading Bellflower (Campanula patula) have
been made within the Neighbourhood Plan area, none more recent than 1998. This attractive
plant of disturbed sandy and gravelly soils was previously described as well distributed
throughout the county however since around 1996 the species has been in national decline
even within core areas of the Welsh Borders and Severn Valley where it is now very
restricted.

The faunal observations returned are heavily dominated by mammalian records, however
herpatofauna records include both common frog (Rana temporaria) and common toad (Bufo
bufo) together with great crested newts (Triturus cristatus) and slow-worm (Anguis fragilis).
Few bird records were returned. These include song thrush (Turdus philomelus) which is a
'red-list' species of conservation concern (BTO, BOCC4, December 2015); cuckoo (Cuculus
canorus) which is also a red-listed species; and kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) which is an amberlisted species of conservation concern.
Amongst the invertebrate records returned, these were dominated by common club-tail
dragonfly (Gumphus vulgatissimus), a Worcestershire BAP priority species which has been
regularly recorded on the Teme between 1992 and 2012. Also of note is the record of white
clawed crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) which has suffered dramatic declines nationally
and recent losses within the remaining fragmented populations within Worcestershire. Within
the Neighbourhood Plan area it was last recorded within Whippets Brook (upstream of Stocks
Lane) in 2000.
Amongst the mammalian records returned are frequent observations of badger (Meles meles)
and brown hare (Lepus europaeus) with only a small number of records of hedgehog
(Erinanceus europaeus). Seven records of otter were returned, from the Leigh Brook and
River Teme areas and dated between 1991 and 2012. A single record of polecat (Mustela
putorius) and harvest mouse (Micromys minutus) were returned, the latter from Sandlin
House Orchard belying the value of habitats present for biodiversity. At least three species of
bats have been recorded within the Neighbourhood Plan area including: common and soprano
pipistrelles (Pipistrellus pipistrellus and P. pygmaeus), brown long-eared (Plecotus auritus)
and noctule (Nyctalus noctule). Given the mosaic of BAP-quality orchard, broadleaved
woodland and grassland habitats present within the Neighbourhood Plan area, this is likely to
constitute a considerable under-representation of the diversity present.
A search of registered veteran and ancient trees or specimens/stands with Tree Preservation
Orders was not available at the time of report preparation. With due regard to the quanta of
ancient and broad-leaved woodlands and parkland, it would be appropriate to ensure veteran
trees (and, for sake of continuity, those trees likely to succeed to future veteran tree status)
are appropriately accounted for within any future parish-scale land management decisions.
Please refer to the appended data tables for further information.

Summary & Recommendations
•

NHP area is predominantly, an ‘agriculturally improved’ landscape,

For more information on the biodiversity value of individual habitats specified here,
please refer to the WHI Habitat Information Sheets in the following chapter.

•

The NHP area becomes a more pastoral landscape traversing from west to east
Although thought to be dominated by improved grassland, some botanically diverse
grasslands can still be found scattered and fragmented through the landscape.
Unimproved grasslands and remnant features of biodiversity interest can still be found
on steep slopes, within hedgerows and verges.

•

Scattered pockets of woodland with some ancient woodland remaining
Notable stands of ancient woodland can be found along Hayley Broad Dingle, south
of Brockamin House Farm, Park Coppice and 'The Ashes', Chapelhill Coppice and, to
the south of the NHP area, parcels of land within North Wood, Alleshurst Coppice
and near Holywell Cottages. The overall picture is one of a fragmented woodland
network.

•

Fragmented network of orchards
The network of orchard is fragmented with no strong coherent pattern at a landscape
scale, but remnants are likely to hold significant biodiversity value such as the veteran
trees noted at Sandlin House Orchard.

•

Fragmented pond network: strongest in north-east of NHP area
The greatest cluster of ponds can be found around the residential properties in the
village of Bransford (likely to be associated with the golf course, although the
suitability of these features for wildlife is not known from desktop-assessments alone)
and also between Brockamin and the dismantled railway to the north of the NHP area.

•

Strongest merged BAP habitat network overlie existing natural corridors,
The strongest corridor of biodiverse habitats runs roughly from the central-west
border of the Neighbourhood Plan area extending eastwards from old Storridge
Common) to the north-eastern corner of the Plan area. This follows the network of
scattered woodland dingles around the Ashfield and Combehill Coppice area, to
Winwoodhill Coppice and subsequently along the Leigh Brook to Rockhill Covert
and from there along the disused railway at the periphery of the Neighbourhood Plan's
boundaries.

•

The list of notable protected species (refer to Appendix 5) recorded within the Plan
area includes:
Common Pipistrelle Bat

Hydraena rufipes

Anobium ine x
spectatum

Kingfisher

Badger

Large-Leaved Lime

Bithynian Vetch

Noctule Bat

Bluebell

Otter

Brown Hare

Unidentified Pipistrelle
Bat

Brown Long-Eared Bat

Polecat

Common Club-tail

Reflexed SaltmarshGrass

Common Toad

Sea Lamprey

Corn Marigold

Slow-worm

Cuckoo

Small-Flowered
Buttercup

Dorytomus tremulae

Soft Hornwort

Freshwater Crayfish

Song Thrush

Great Crested Newt

Soprano Pipistrelle Bat

Green Figwort

Spreading Bellflower

Harvest Mouse

Spreading Hedge-Parsley

Hedgehog

Unidentified Bat

Henbane

Wild Clary

Hornbeam

Wild Marjoram

Hybrid Yellow
Bedstraw

Yellow Star-OfBethlehem

Policy Implications
The South Worcestershire Development Plan policies SWDP5 (Green Infrastructure) requires
housing development proposals (including mixed-use schemes) to contribute towards the
provision, maintenance, improvement and connectivity of Green Infrastructure. It should also
be noted that SWDP5 sub-clause C states that "development proposals that would have a
detrimental impact on important GI attributes within the areas identified as “protect and
enhance” or “protect and restore”, as identified on the Environmental Character Areas
Map, will not be permitted unless: a) a robust, independent assessment of community and
technical need shows the specific GI typology to be surplus to requirements in that location;
and b) replacement of, or investment in, GI of at least equal community and technical benefit
is secured". Given that biodiversity is a key theme within the sub-regional Green
Infrastructure framework, it might be contended that the semi-natural and priority habitat
assets as outlined within this report should be treated as "an important GI attribute".
SWDP22 (Biodiversity) sub-clauses A-D address consideration of impacts to designated
sites, priority habitats and priority species. SWDP22 sub-clause F addresses enhancement
measures (rather than compensatory measures, intended for delivery either on or off a
development site).
Great emphasis should therefore be placed on the protection and enhancement of existing
semi-natural and priority habitat assets, especially ancient woodland and broad-leaved
woodlands, traditional orchard and botanically diverse grasslands. However, wherever
feasible, opportunities should be realised to restore these habitats and habitat networks. This
may include the creation of 'stepping-stone' sites with the intention of defragmenting the
local habitat network; to this end even minor features in the landscape may prove immensely
valuable, particularly those within the ecological corridors identified within this report. Such
habitat creation efforts should always be informed by a formal ecological survey to identify
sensitive receptors and to ensure maximum biodiversity gain can be achieved. By requiring
all new development to demonstrate net-gain for biodiversity, it may be possible to ensure
both onsite and offsite biodiversity enhancement in order to achieve a cohesive conservation
strategy for the Neighbourhood Plan area which achieves benefits for all at a landscape-scale.
There would be considerable value in specifically requiring enhancement measures for
biodiversity to be included within the built (as well as natural) environments. This could be
achieved through stipulating measures in new residential properties such as artificial nesting
and roosting opportunities for species such as swift, house martin, sparrow, starling and bats,
as well as measures to assist defragmentation for terrestrial species such as hedgehog. Table 1
(Roost and nest site provision in new development) of the TCPA "eco-towns biodiversity
worksheet4" provides a useful guide in this respect.

4

Biodiversity Positive: Eco-towns Biodiversity Worksheet Advice to Promoters and Planners December, TCPA 2009.

Measures targeting restoration of the natural environment, such as de-culverting and
naturalising watercourses, creation of SuDS features which aim to mimic or improve the
quality and quantity of outfall from impermeable surfaces, and the creation of (wildlife
friendly) ponds should be advocated and positively promoted wherever possible.
Accompanying these operations, enhancement measures designed to provide new nesting
opportunities for kingfisher and riverine mammals including otter and water vole should be
realised where deliverable and appropriate.
Further information is available on request.

In conclusion the natural environment records for the Neighbourhood Plan area contain a
number of assets which are both characteristic and integral to the local landscape.
Opportunities to protect, enhance and restore the characteristic natural landscape
(particularly the ancient woodlands, unimproved grasslands and traditional orchards),
should be considered a priority.

1. Designated Sites

1a.

Statutory Sites Citations

1b.

Non-statutory Site Citations

2. Semi-natural Habitats and Habitat Networks

3. Landscape Description Unit (LDU) level Ecological Grading

4. Green Infrastructure Environmental Character Area

5. Protected Species Records
(contains sensitive information and is not for further circulation)

The species listed here represent records submitted to WBRC and NBN via professional consultants and volunteer
enthusiasts and must be used with caution. Although they may have been validated by experts within the WBRC they
represent a snapshot of time and only highlight where wildlife has been identified rather than any indication of likely
distribution or frequency of a given species. As with all biological data, protected species records should be updated within a
period of no more than 2 years in order to ensure decisions can be based on 'up to date' information.
The list included here contains species given legal protection under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations
(2010, as amended) as well as species recorded within Schedule 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act
(2006). Public authorities are required to demonstrate due consideration for the conservation (recognised as both protection,
restoration and enhancement) of biodiversity (set out within Section 40 of the NERC Act 'biodiversity duty'). This
consideration extends to species listed within S.41 of the Act.

ORDER

SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

LOCATION

DATE

COMMENTS

amphibian
amphibian

Bufo bufo
Rana temporaria

Common Toad
Common Frog

08/05/1995
08/05/1995

2 Adult
12 egg/ovum; 2 Adult

amphibian
amphibian
amphibian

Rana temporaria
Triturus cristatus
Triturus cristatus

Common Frog
Great Crested Newt
Great Crested Newt

Upper Sandlin
Upper Sandlin
Rockhill Covert,
nr
Leigh Sinton

14/08/2001
28/05/2012
16/05/2014

1 present
photographed
7 adults; trapped

bird

Turdus philomelos

Song Thrush

bird

Alcedo atthis

Kingfisher

bird
bird

Cuculus canorus
Alcedo atthis

Cuckoo
Kingfisher

bird

Cuculus canorus

Cuckoo

crustacean

Austropotamobius pallipes

Freshwater Crayfish

flowering plant

Hyacinthoides non-scripta

flowering plant

Gagea lutea

flowering plant

Gagea lutea

flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant

Gagea lutea
Vicia bithynica
Ranunculus parviflorus

Bluebell
Yellow Star-OfBethlehem
Yellow Star-OfBethlehem
Yellow Star-OfBethlehem
Bithynian Vetch
Small-Flowered Buttercup

flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant

Vicia bithynica
Carpinus betulus
Vicia bithynica
Ceratophyllum submersum
Torilis arvensis

Bithynian Vetch
Hornbeam
Bithynian Vetch
Soft Hornwort
Spreading Hedge-Parsley

flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant

Carpinus betulus
Scrophularia umbrosa
Tilia platyphyllos

flowering plant

Ranunculus parviflorus

Hornbeam
Green Figwort
Large-Leaved Lime
Small-Flowered
Buttercup

flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant

Vicia bithynica
Chrysanthemum segetum
Campanula patula
Campanula patula
Scrophularia umbrosa

Bithynian Vetch
Corn Marigold
Spreading Bellflower
Spreading Bellflower
Green Figwort

Aileshurst
Coppice
Aileshurst
Coppice
Hayley Broad
Dingle &
Redcliff
Leigh Brook
Coles Green nr
Leigh Sinton
Whippets Brook,
upstream of
Stocks Lane
Benstoken
Coppice
Aileshurst
Coppice
Aileshurst
Coppice
Aileshurst
Coppice
Alfrick
Leigh, Hopton
Rd
By Hopton Court
nr Leigh
Bransford
Coles Green
Dingle
Red Cliff
Hayley Dingle
By Winwood Hill
Coppice
Leigh, Hopton
Rd
Brockamin
Lower Ashfield
Park Coppice
River Teme

Jun-99
26/03/2004

31/05/2006
17/01/2010

Sighting approx 1pm nr footbridge

23/04/2010

Call heard

06/09/2000

WWT survey. To confluence with Carey's Brook

08/11/2006

DAFOR; OLF

1993

75 plants plus 15 or so on private land on other side of stream

1996

308 plants

2000
2004
01/06/1991

50 flowering; lowest count since annual check began
Roadside verge - good showing
Locally frequent in grassland

Jun-92
14/06/1992
14/06/1992
26/07/1994
26/07/1994

Several plants
Roadside - several seedlings from introduced trees
Roadside bank - strong colony, 100-20
Field pool - locally frequent
Arable - about 20 in bean field - several hundred on border of oats & barley

18/04/1995
10/08/1996
08/06/1997

Streamside - 2 young trees
Riverside - 1 or 2 plants
At least 1 tree

04/05/1998

Grassy bank - widespred & common

04/05/1998
04/08/1998
12/08/1998
12/08/1998
18/08/1998

Foot of roadside bank - several plants scattered at E end of bank
Disturbed roadside bank - 2 plants.
Paddock - 70+ plants
Woodland path - 2
Few clumps

0

flowering plant

Hyacinthoides non-scripta

flowering plant

Gagea lutea

Bluebell
Yellow Star-OfBethlehem

flowering plant

Carpinus betulus

Hornbeam

flowering plant

Vicia bithynica

Bithynian Vetch

flowering plant

Salvia verbenaca

Wild Clary

flowering plant
flowering plant

Carpinus betulus
Origanum vulgare

flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant

Puccinellia distans
Tilia platyphyllos
Scrophularia umbrosa

Hornbeam
Wild Marjoram
Reflexed SaltmarshGrass
Large-Leaved Lime
Green Figwort

flowering plant
flowering plant

Carpinus betulus
Hyoscyamus niger

Hornbeam
Henbane

flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant
flowering plant

Scrophularia umbrosa
Scrophularia umbrosa
Tilia platyphyllos
Tilia platyphyllos
Tilia platyphyllos

Green Figwort
Green Figwort
Large-Leaved Lime
Large-Leaved Lime
Large-Leaved Lime

flowering plant

Vicia bithynica

Bithynian Vetch

flowering plant

Vicia bithynica

Bithynian Vetch

flowering plant

Vicia bithynica

Bithynian Vetch

flowering plant

Vicia bithynica

Bithynian Vetch

flowering plant

Vicia bithynica

Bithynian Vetch

flowering plant

Vicia bithynica

Bithynian Vetch

flowering plant
flowering plant

Vicia bithynica
Scrophularia umbrosa

Bithynian Vetch
Green Figwort

Aileshurst
Coppice
Aileshurst
Coppice
By Bransford
School
Alfrick to Leigh
road
A4103 NE of
Leigh Sinton
N of Lower
Sandlin
Crowcroft
A4103, Leigh
Sinton
North Wood
River Teme
Suckley Rd,
Bransford
Leigh
Teme Cliff
Rockhill Covert
Red Cliff
Hayley Dingle
Hayley Dingle
Leigh Brook
Lane to Alfrick
northern
hedgebank east
of
Meadow Court,
Vicia bithynia
Quadrat
Lane from Leigh
to Alfrick
Lane to Alfrick
northern
hedgebank east
of
Lane to Alfrick
northern
hedgebank east
of
Hopton Turn,
Vicia bithynia
Quadrat
Hopton Turn,
Vicia bithynica
Quadrat
River Teme

18/08/1999
30/03/2000

Only a few scattered plants

05/04/2000

Several trees in small copse

02/05/2000

Roadside bank - scattered along 15m

24/05/2000

Roadside bank - 1

14/07/2000
14/07/2000

Streamside - several trees
Trackside - few plants

14/07/2000
24/07/2000
02/09/2000

Road verge - few tufts
1 or 2 trees
1 plant

05/09/2000
05/09/2000

Road verge - 1 tree established
Edge of arable beside disused railway - 18 plants

14/08/2001
04/09/2001
04/09/2001
04/09/2001
10/09/2001

DAFOR; R - riverside
Old specimen
Old pollard on bank of brook

28/06/2002

Several hundred

28/06/2002

Verge

28/06/2002

1 plant, N side of lane

28/06/2002

5 Present

28/06/2002

20 Flowering

28/06/2002

Hedgebank. DAFOR; A

28/06/2002
11/08/2004

Verge
Eroding bank below oxbow; 20

1

flowering plant

Scrophularia umbrosa

Green Figwort

flowering plant

Carpinus betulus

flowering plant

Ranunculus parviflorus

Hornbeam
Small-Flowered
Buttercup

flowering plant

Hyacinthoides non-scripta

Bluebell

flowering plant
flowering plant

Tilia platyphyllos
Hyacinthoides non-scripta

Large-Leaved Lime
Bluebell

flowering plant

Galium x pomeranicum

Hybrid Yellow Bedstraw

insect - beetle (Coleoptera)

Anobium inexspectatum

Anobium inexspectatum

insect - beetle (Coleoptera)
insect - beetle (Coleoptera)
insect - beetle (Coleoptera)
insect - dragonfly
(Odonata)
insect - dragonfly
(Odonata)
insect - dragonfly
(Odonata)
insect - dragonfly
(Odonata)

Hydraena rufipes
Dorytomus tremulae
Hydraena rufipes

Hydraena rufipes
Dorytomus tremulae
Hydraena rufipes

Gomphus vulgatissimus

Common Club-tail

Gomphus vulgatissimus

Common Club-tail

Gomphus vulgatissimus

Common Club-tail

Gomphus vulgatissimus

Common Club-tail

Gomphus vulgatissimus

Common Club-tail

Gomphus vulgatissimus

Common Club-tail

jawless fish (Agnatha)
reptile
reptile
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Petromyzon marinus
Anguis fragilis
Anguis fragilis
Meles meles
Meles meles

Sea Lamprey
Slow-worm
Slow-worm
Badger
Badger

terrestrial mammal

Meles meles

Badger

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Lepus europaeus
Lutra lutra
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
45kHz
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
45kHz

Brown Hare
Otter
Pipistrelle

insect - dragonfly
(Odonata)
insect - dragonfly
(Odonata)

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

45 Khz Pipistrelle
Pipistrelle
45 Khz Pipistrelle

River Teme
NE of Brace's
Leigh

11/08/2004

1 present

15/09/2004

Field hedge, 2 small trees, probably planted

Leigh Brook
Hayley Broad
Dingle &
Redcliff
Hayley Broad
Dingle &
Redcliff
The Ashes
A4103 Hereford
Road
Aileshurst
Coppice
Leigh, Leigh
Brook
Smith End Green
Bransford Bridge
Broadwas, River
Teme
Broadwas, River
Teme
Bransford, River
Teme
River Teme,
Cotheridge
River Teme,
Leigh Court
Farm
River Teme,
Bransford Bridge
River Teme nr
Brockamin
Lower Leigh
Bransford
Leigh Sinton
Oaken Coppice
Halfway House,
Leigh Sinton
Coombe Hill
Wood
Leigh Court
Leigh Lodge

01/02/2005

4 rosettes under fence of pasture

31/05/2006

DAFOR; OLF

31/05/2006
20/07/2006

DAFOR; O - mature trees
DAFOR; F

1996

Growing with parents on grassy roadside bank

27/07/1999

hedgerow

Leigh Lodge
Smith End Green
Delphoniums
Cottage, Leigh

13/04/2002
01/12/2004
03/05/1990
27/05/1992

2-5 larval case, emerged

25/05/1993

2-5 larval case, emerged

25/05/1993

2-5 larval case, emerged

06/06/2012

06/06/2012
06/06/2012

Upstream; 1

25/06/2001
1997
09/06/2007
05/03/2006
24/10/2006

1 present

24/10/2006

Dung or other signs

1998
17/10/1991
25/06/1994

WWT Survey. Signs
1 present

25/06/1994
05/07/1995

Roost site: 143 in chimney causing disturbance
1 present

05/07/1995

Roost site: 49 in roof apex

2

dead juvenile on road
dead on road
Dung or other signs

Sinton

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Meles meles
Plecotus auritus
Erinaceus europaeus

Badger
Brown Long-Eared Bat
Hedgehog

terrestrial mammal

Lutra lutra

Otter

terrestrial mammal

Meles meles

Badger

terrestrial mammal

Meles meles

Badger

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles

Badger
Badger
Badger

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles
Lepus europaeus
Meles meles

Badger
Badger
Badger
Badger
Badger
Badger
Badger
Badger
Badger
Brown Hare
Badger

terrestrial mammal

Lutra lutra

Otter

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Lutra lutra
Meles meles
Meles meles
Meles meles

Otter
Badger
Badger
Badger

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Meles meles
Meles meles

Badger
Badger

terrestrial mammal

Noctule

terrestrial mammal

Nyctalus noctula
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
45kHz

terrestrial mammal

Plecotus auritus

Brown Long-Eared Bat

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Meles meles
Meles meles

Badger
Badger

terrestrial mammal

Lepus europaeus

Brown Hare

45 Khz Pipistrelle

Aileshurst
Coppice
nr Brockamin
Bransford
Bransford, River
Teme
Brockamin, The
Dingle Lane
Leigh, Rockhill
Covert
Leigh, Rockhill
Covert
Hanley Dingle
Hayley Dingle
Red Cliff, old
railway
Hanley Dingle
Hayley Dingle
Brockamin
Leigh Sinton
Brockamin Wood
Brockamin Wood
Chapel Lane
Bransford/Leigh
Crowcroft
Leigh Sinton
River Teme,
Rockhill Covert
River Teme,
Rockhill Covert
Cliff
Hayley Dingle
Hayley Dingle
Hayley Dingle
Red Cliff eastern end
Disused railway
Upper House
Farm
Upper House
Farm
Upper House
Farm
Riverlands Farm,
Brockamin
Alfrick/Bransford
Leigh Sinton,
A4103

Jun-99
Jul-00
28/05/2001

1 present
dead on road

14/08/2001

tracks/trail

14/08/2001

dung/droppings, etc.

14/08/2001

Occupied sett

14/08/2001
04/09/2001
04/09/2001

Unoccupied sett
Dung or other signs
Dung pits & tracks

04/09/2001
04/09/2001
04/09/2001
10/09/2001
30/01/2002
01/04/2002
01/04/2002
17/04/2002
17/07/2002
04/02/2003
30/11/2003

Sett, dung pits & tracks
Occupied sett
Sett & dung pits
Occupied sett
tracks/trail
Large active sett
dung/droppings, etc.
dead on road
dead on road

26/01/2004

Fresh prints in alluvial silts at cliff base

26/01/2004
26/01/2004
26/01/2004
26/01/2004

Fresh prints in alluvial silts at cliff base
Large active sett
Occupied sett

26/01/2004
26/01/2004

Large active sett; E end
Active sett, N bank

27/06/2004

Bat detector

27/06/2004

Bat detector & droppings

27/06/2004

Bat detector & seen in roof void, droppings

11/08/2004
23/10/2005

Fresh dung in latrine pit, arable
dead on road

Feb-06

dead on road

3

dead on road

terrestrial mammal

Meles meles

Badger

terrestrial mammal

Unidentified Bat

terrestrial mammal

Myotis
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
45kHz

terrestrial mammal

Pipistrellus pygmaeus

Soprano Pipistrelle

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Lutra lutra
Erinaceus europaeus
Lutra lutra
Meles meles
Meles meles

Otter
Hedgehog
Otter
Badger
Badger

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Lutra lutra
Lepus europaeus

Otter
Brown Hare

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Micromys minutus
Meles meles
Lepus europaeus

Harvest Mouse
Badger
Brown Hare

terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal
terrestrial mammal

Lepus europaeus
Lepus europaeus
Mustela putorius

Brown Hare
Brown Hare
Polecat

45 Khz Pipistrelle

Hayley Broad
Dingle &
Redcliff
Aileshurst
Coppice
Aileshurst
Coppice
Aileshurst
Coppice
Leigh Brook,
Smith End Green
Bransford
Leigh Brook
Leigh Sinton
Alfick Pound
River Teme,
Broadwas
Smith End Green
Sandlin House
Orchard
Bransford
Leigh Brook
Lower
Lightwood
Smith End Green
Cotheridge

31/05/2006
31/07/2008

1 present

31/07/2008

1 present

31/07/2008

1 present

20/03/2009
15/07/2009
17/01/2010
30/03/2010
26/03/2011

1 spraint, recent.
Road kill, roundabout
Footprints in mud bank underneath footbridge
1 Dead
1 present

04/06/2012
03/04/2014

live sighting; 1
dead on road

16/12/2014
08/12/2006
1999

2 Nest
dung/droppings, etc.

1999
08/06/1991
30/06/1994

4

1 present
1 present

6. Worcestershire Habitat Inventory – Habitat Information Sheets
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